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Division 39:  Botanic Gardens and Parks Authority, $12 091 000 - 
Ms Guise, Chairman. 

Dr Edwards, Minister for the Environment and Heritage. 

Dr S. Hopper, Chief Executive Officer. 

Ms M. Lawson, Finance Manager. 

Ms M. Robinson, Director, Corporate and Business Services. 

Mr MASTERS:  I refer to the output performance measures at page 646.  Total annual visitor numbers have 
increased by over 100 per cent from last year’s budget to this year’s budget, and from this year’s estimate to next 
year’s target, total visitor numbers will increase by another 12 per cent.  That is an incredibly large increase.  
However, when we look at the net amount appropriated to purchase outputs at page 643 and exclude capital 
contributions, there is a reduction in the amount of money provided to the Botanic Gardens and Parks Authority.  
Is the Government serious about managing Kings Park and Bold Park in an environmentally sustainable way?   

Dr EDWARDS:  I reassure the member that we are very keen to manage these assets in a productive and 
sustainable way.  For that reason, capital works are an incredibly important part of the budget for both Bold Park 
and Kings Park.  I know the member will not believe this, but there was a change in methodology for calculating 
visitor numbers.  The Botanic Gardens and Parks Authority used to rely on Australian Bureau of Statistics 
estimates.  It now uses actual park access figures.  I believe that is more realistic.  There has been a small 
increase in attendances at Kings Park due to the other programs that the authority is running. 

Mr MASTERS:  Is a 12 per cent increase from 4.7 million to 5.33 million a small increase?  The point remains 
the same: a 12 per cent increase is targeted for this year; yet if we exclude capital contributions, the funding for 
the authority has gone down. 

Dr EDWARDS:  A large part of the increase is due to people attending events that are held by the Botanic 
Gardens and Parks Authority.  It has held a number of concerts and programs that target people to go to Kings 
Park and Bold Park, and that people pay to attend. 

Dr HOPPER:  The minister is correct.  We have changed our way of calculating visitation, and it is now based 
on direct traffic counts.  We have statistics going back five years, and there has been an 11 per cent increase in 
visitation for each of those past five years.  

The forecast is in line with that estimate of visitation. 

[10.50 am] 

Mr HYDE:  On page 649 one of the works in progress is the plant conservation centre.  I understand that 
$1 million is supposed to be spent this year, but the figures seem to indicate that $717 000 has been spent.  The 
authority is getting involved with cryostorage and other similar activities.  I hope that the money is being used to 
improve facilities and on scientific undertakings.  Could the minister clarify the position on that? 

Dr EDWARDS:  The work of the Botanic Gardens and Parks Authority on plant conservation is now recognised 
worldwide.  We have been lucky enough to get money from the Millennium Seed Bank, a project with Kew 
Gardens, which is funded by the British Government, to look at the work we are doing here and to assist with it.  
We have had very good returns in that a number of staff have come from Kew Gardens to work here and some of 
our staff and some Department of Conservation and Land Management staff have gone to Kew Gardens to learn 
about the most modern technology and advanced methods of dealing with conservation.  The plant conservation 
centre is an important part of that.  I am particularly interested during my behind-the-scenes tours of Kings Park 
to look at upgrading the facilities to make sure that we have state of the art facilities for the work we are doing, 
particularly the valuable work in conservation. 

Dr HOPPER:  The plant conservation centre is a very necessary addition to Kings Park.  My staff have been 
admirable in their tolerance of less than adequate facilities in the laboratory, nursery complex and associated 
offices.  This is our much needed start for providing contemporary facilities for both those programs.  The work 
that is being undertaken in these facilities is world class and will give us an opportunity to encourage an 
increasing stream of national and international visitors into Western Australia to collaborate on all sorts of 
programs to which the minister has alluded.  Funding for the centre is over two financial years.  The figures are 
correct for the coming financial year in that, if I read it correctly, about $700 000 is allocated, and the project 
will be concluded the following financial year at $1.1 million, which is where the other figure comes from. 

Ms SUE WALKER:  On page 645, output 1 on customer service and cultural heritage refers to enhancing and 
promoting recreational and tourist resources and facilities by maintaining Kings Park and Botanic Gardens.  
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Page 643 refers to Kings Park being the State’s number one tourist attraction.  However, the budget allocation is 
decreased.  In the light of the proposal to have more tourists, why has the budget been decreased for our number 
one tourist attraction? 

Dr EDWARDS:  If the member refers to page 643, she will see that the budget is $12 million, which is a very 
significant budget for Kings Park and an increase on last year.  The increase is due to capital works.  For a really 
prime tourist destination of the city, it is important that we look at some of the capital works and the facilities 
across the whole of the authority to make sure that we have very good facilities so that when visitors arrive they 
are getting the best possible service and enjoy all the facilities it has to offer.  I have been delighted with the 
changes that have been made around the tearooms area.  I know from meeting people when I have visited Kings 
Park that they have been grateful that the facilities have improved.  People on a tight budget can go there, use the 
facilities and enjoy the ambience of the whole area.  The Kings Park board is constantly looking at how to 
improve the experience of the visitor.  As the member has said, Kings Park is a prime tourist attraction, and in a 
highly visible location.  Capital works are the best contribution that we can make to it. 

Ms SUE WALKER:  Is there anything in the budget that relates to the enhancement of the entrance to Kings 
Park? 

Dr HOPPER:  The budget has no provision for a major capital work at the entrance, but we are progressively 
upgrading the infrastructure in Kings Park.  The entrance precinct will be subject to some minor landscaping and 
improved signage in this coming financial year. 

Ms SUE WALKER:  Is there a vision plan anywhere for Kings Park and its development? 

Dr EDWARDS:  The board is currently working on its own business plan.  The board comprises the people who 
guide me on how we should set our priorities. 

Dr HOPPER:  We have a statutory framework plan for Kings Park and Botanic Gardens.  We will be very 
pleased to provide the member with a copy of it.  We are in the process of combining our two inaugural statutory 
management plans, one for bushland and the other for developed areas of Kings Park.  Over the next year and a 
half we will be going through a public review process and ultimately to the minister for approval to amalgamate 
those two plans into one united plan for Kings Park. 

Mr LOGAN:  On page 649 the capital works program refers to Bold Park Ecology Centre, the Reabold Hill 
Precinct and the bushland restoration project.  Will the minister elaborate on those projects? 

Dr EDWARDS:  The Botanic Gardens and Parks Authority took over Bold Park in recent years.  About a year 
ago it released a management plan for the new asset.  The budget provides for the continuation of capital works 
for upgrading that whole area and for providing better facilities.  Bushland restoration is important.  The area 
contains an important piece of bushland, so money is allocated for that.  In addition, the Bold Park Ecology 
Centre and Reabold Hill Precinct will provide facilities for the community and the staff.  They are good 
initiatives, which enhance this very important park. 

Mr EDWARDS:  I refer to the fourth dot point of the significant issues and trends outlined on page 643.  I will 
accept the Chairman’s guidance on this question on the last sentence in that paragraph.  I believe this question 
also relates to Bushplan, because it comes within that sphere.  Given the dispute between the Water Corporation 
and the University of Western Australia, has the Government made any funding allowance for a possible court 
case on Underwood Avenue being bushland? 

Dr EDWARDS:  The question is not really relevant to this division.  The Botanic Gardens and Parks Authority 
has nothing to do with it whatsoever.  The question is best asked of the Department for Planning and 
Infrastructure, because it has funding for Bushplan.  However, the member will have to approach the Minister 
for Government Enterprises because the Water Corporation would be best able to answer the question. 

Mr HYDE:  Page 651 refers to the revenues from ordinary activities.  I am happy for the minister to answer this 
question by way of supplementary information.  My reading of the budget paper is that for 2002-03 the authority 
will receive $87 000 in income from, I assume, Kings Park, but perhaps it is Kings Park and Bold Park.  Does it 
mean that $87 000 is all that will come from Frasers Restaurant, cafes, films, weddings and everything else?  
Given that the answer would need to involve some detail, I am happy for it to be provided as supplementary 
information. 

[11.00 am] 

Dr EDWARDS:  That question must be answered as a supplementary question.  However, the $87 000 comes 
from the user charges and fees.  A footnote on page 651 of the Budget Statements states that that can include 
resources received free of charge.  Fundraisers and some other revenue streams that the member referred to come 
under other revenue.  
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I agree to provide supplementary information on the details of “other revenue” on page 651 of the Budget 
Statements.   

[Supplementary Information No B4] 
Dr WOOLLARD:  It is interesting that last year Botanic Gardens and Parks Authority took over the management 
of Bold Park.  Is part of the responsibilities of the board members of the Botanic Gardens and Parks Authority to 
consider other areas that could be included in its authority?  Has the authority looked at the area south of the 
river known as Heathcote, which has become a very popular tourist area and which has often been referred to as 
the Kings Park of the south?  Has the Government considered this area and does it have any plans to consider 
developing it?  

Dr EDWARDS:  I look forward to future petitions from the member.  The Botanic Gardens and Parks Authority 
has its own Act.  Its focus is on the botanic garden.  With the changes that occurred some years ago, it has 
moved broadly to reflect the conservation work it does.  Currently, it is looking after what is commonly referred 
to as Kings Park and Bold Park.  Under the machinery of government recommendations, over time, it will take 
over the operation of the Araluen Botanic Park.  Once the Department for Planning and Infrastructure has sorted 
out some of its activities, ultimately, the Botanic Gardens and Parks Authority will take over Whiteman Park.  

Dr WOOLLARD:  How do I get Heathcote on the list?  

Dr EDWARDS:  The authority is constrained by the Act.   

Dr HOPPER:  The board is fully occupied with the intention expressed by the machinery of government report 
to ensure that Kings Park and Bold Park are well managed.  It is also working with the minister and other 
stakeholders to ensure there is an orderly transfer of the Araluen Botanic Park and ultimately Whiteman Park.  
Both of these processes will take time and forward planning.  The authority will be fully occupied with that.  

Dr WOOLLARD:  How do we get other parks put onto the list? 

Mr MASTERS:  Point of order.  Unless the member is able to refer to a line item in the Budget Statements, I 
draw the Chairman’s attention to the fact that we have many more divisions to go on with.  We should focus on 
budget issues. 

Dr WOOLLARD:  The line item is that $12 million has been spent on the park.  As the Botanic Gardens and 
Parks Authority is looking to incorporate other areas under the Kings Park area, I was simply asking whether 
there was a mechanism whereby the Heathcote parkland area could be included under this portfolio.  

Dr EDWARDS:  No, there are better mechanisms to do that rather than through the Botanic Gardens and Parks 
Authority.   

The CHAIRMAN:  When a member has drawn attention to a line item in a budget, within reason, I will allow 
some exploration of further questions on a particular subject.  I am glad that the member for Vasse drew that to 
my attention and I am equally glad that the member for Alfred Cove drew her pursuit of that item to a close.  

Ms SUE WALKER:  Kings Park is in the Nedlands electorate; therefore, I am interested in what happens to it.  I 
refer to the mission statement on page 643 of the Budget Statements, which is to conserve and enhance Kings 
Park, Bold Park and the State’s botanic garden for the community.  I also refer the minister to output 2 on page 
647 of the Budget Statements, which refers to demonstrating leadership in urban bushland management, 
especially for Perth and regional communities.  Have any moneys been set aside to provide compensation for the 
Underwood Avenue bushland?  I am not talking about the member for Greenough’s comments about the court 
case; I am talking about purchasing Underwood Avenue because it serves as a flora and fauna corridor for Kings 
Park.  Underwood Avenue borders the member for Cottesloe’s electorate and my electorate.  The mission 
statement in the budget relates to the conservation and enhancement of Kings Park.  It is agued that without that 
bushland, Kings Park will suffer.  Has the minister considered putting moneys aside for the purchase of 
Underwood Avenue?  

Dr EDWARDS:  Within the Department for Planning and Infrastructure, money is set aside for the purchase of 
Bushplan sites.  That is the arm of government that has the money to do that.  The Minister for Planning and 
Infrastructure and I work closely together when considering all Bushplan sites.  However, essentially, the 
Department for Planning and Infrastructure examines the sites.  The Department of Environmental Protection has 
already given advice that has resulted in the bushland and the sites being in the public arena.  The Department 
for Planning and Infrastructure follows through on what happens next.  If the Government has ownership of 
those sites, the responsibility falls on CALM to manage them.  Work is going on within government to consider 
this site.  However, the Botanic Gardens and Parks Authority is already cut out managing its budget for the work 
it currently does. 
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Ms SUE WALKER:  The Shenton bushland is between the corridor from Underwood Avenue to Kings Park and 
also borders the Nedlands electorate.  Has the minister given any consideration to including it under the control 
of CALM?  

Dr EDWARDS:  Not at this stage.  A committee examines how to implement the Bushplan and Bush Forever 
initiatives.  That matter will come before the Government shortly, and I will then be able to provide more 
information to the member.  

Mr HYDE:  I refer to page 649 of the Budget Statements.  One of the other works in progress refers to the Mt 
Eliza scarp.  Residents in my electorate look at that most days.  The works that have been undertaken so far have 
been significant.  Not only environmental value but also cultural heritage is attached to the escarpment.  I am 
keen for the minister to reassure me that those issues are being considered in its rehabilitation.  

Dr EDWARDS:  It is fair to say that the issue of safety is a big aspect of this matter.  Small stones periodically 
fall down the scarp face, which is why fencing runs along Mounts Bay Road to protect cars.  Work on the scarp 
is difficult because it is so steep.  Recently, I inspected work that had been done on the face of it.  People had to 
abseil down the cliff face to plant plants because it is so steep.  The Botanic Gardens and Parks Authority works 
very carefully to protect the safety of its workers when they undertake those tasks.  The authority is looking at 
restoring native vegetation because that gives greater stability to the face of the scarp, rather than some of the 
weeds and other vegetation that are already there.   

I am aware that the Botanic Gardens and Parks Authority works closely with Nyoongah groups.  I will get the 
chief executive officer to amplify the answer to that part of the member’s question.  

[11.10 am] 

Dr HOPPER:  The minister is correct.  We embarked upon consultation with Nyoongah elders before 
undertaking major works and obtained their agreement to the procedure implemented.  We are mindful of an 
area called “the grotto”, which overlooks the site on which the extension of the Narrows Bridge now sits.  We 
have allocated money to do restoration works in that area. 

Mr HYDE:  Is the spring still flowing?   

Dr HOPPER:  It is called Kennedy Memorial Fountain.  It emerges on City of Perth land, but the authority has 
the associated infrastructure immediately behind it.  It was still flowing during my most recent inspection, but I 
would not necessarily drink the water.  

Ms SUE WALKER:  Does Kings Park come under the control of any local council?  Does the department 
receive any funds from the Royal Kings Park Tennis Club, or is it under the control of the Kings Park board?  

Dr EDWARDS:  No; the Botanic Gardens and Parks Authority is a state government entity, so it is under state 
government control.   

Dr HOPPER:  The tennis club is a lessee of the authority.   

The appropriation was recommended. 
 


